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MICHIGAN SUPREME COURT LEARNING CENTER Hall of Justice 
Welcome to Exploring Careers in the Law! 

We look forward to you joining us on July 20, 10 a.m.–12 p.m. The program will begin promptly. 

We’ve put together resources and readings to make the program more valuable and interesting. You are 

expected to be familiar with this information. Please read these materials before you attend. 

Questions? Contact Amy Feinauer, feinauera@courts.mi.gov. 

What Will We Do? 

During this fast-paced program you will be expected to 

contribute actively and respectfully through polls, 

questions, and small group discussions. Everyone who 

joins for the entire session will receive a personalized 

certificate for their portfolio. 

 

Welcome 

Justice Elizabeth M. Welch, Michigan Supreme Court 

Student Speech and Tinker v Des Moines Breakout 

Katherine Bennett, Department of Attorney General 

Nicole L. Gettler, Zausmer, P.C. 

Andrea Marti, Friend of the Court Bureau 

Tim P. Seeger, Grewal Law PLLC 

Christopher Wickman, Nichols Law 

Mahanoy v BL: Introduction 

Rachael Drenovsky, Learning Center 

Mahanoy v BL: A Panel Discussion and Breakout 

Judge Christopher P. Yates, Kent County Circuit Court 

Philip Edwin Mayor, ACLU Fund of Michigan 

Jennifer K. Starlin, Thrun Law Firm, P.C. 

Closing 

Virtual Program 

The virtual program will be hosted 

through Zoom. You may wish to review 

the attendee meeting controls. 

The program will be recorded, and screen 

shots will be taken for use in future edu-

cational or promotional materials. 

 

Etiquette 

Respectful virtual classroom behavior is 

expected. Please –  

 Log in from a distraction-free, quiet 

environment. 

 Keep your audio muted until you are 

called on to speak or instructed to un-

mute. 

 Remember chat is public and a record 

is kept. 

 Make sure your video is on, and look 

your best. 

 Be sure your display name identifies 

you appropriately. 

Civility 

Civil discourse and respect for all participants is expected during discussions. 

Read these ground rules provided for student programs by the U.S. Courts. 

http://courts.mi.gov/education/learning-center/
mailto:feinauera@courts.mi.gov
https://courts.michigan.gov/courts/michigansupremecourt/justices/pages/justice-elizabeth-m.-welch.aspx
https://www.michigan.gov/ag/
https://www.zausmer.com/people_/nicole-l-gettler/
https://courts.michigan.gov/administration/scao/officesprograms/foc/pages/default.aspx
https://www.4grewallaw.com/attorneys/tim-seeger/
http://www.nicholslawyers.com/Attorney-Profiles/Chris-Wickman
https://courts.michigan.gov/education/learning-center/pages/default.aspx
https://www.accesskent.com/Courts/17thcc/judges.htm#yates
https://www.aclumich.org/en/biographies/phil-mayor
https://www.thrunlaw.com/attorneys/jennifer-k-starlin/
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/200941109-Attendee-controls-in-a-meeting
https://www.uscourts.gov/educational-resources/educational-activities/setting-ground-rules-civil-discourse-and-difficult
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Mahanoy v BL (2021) 

In 2017, BL, a 9th grader in Pennsylvania, put a curse-

filled post on social media after she didn’t make the varsi-

ty cheerleading team. Another student showed the post to 

a coach, and administrators removed her from the junior 

varsity team for breaking team rules. As a result, BL 

through her parents filed a lawsuit in federal court. 

School administrators argued they need to know the lim-

its of their authority. Students wanted to know whether 

they will be punished for off-campus social media posts.  

The case was decided in federal district court, appealed to 

the circuit court of appeals, and finally appealed to the 

U.S. Supreme Court. Oral arguments were heard April 

28, 2021 (argument analysis at SCOTUSblog). The ques-

tion before the high court was whether the landmark stu-

dent speech case Tinker v Des Moines Independent Com-

munity School District from the Vietnam War era applies 

to students’ off-campus use of social media today. 

On June 23, 2021, the U.S. Supreme Court issued an 8–1 

opinion in favor of BL. The Court decided the school had 

violated her First Amendment rights given the facts of 

the case. However, the ruling acknowledged that schools 

could regulate students’ off-campus speech in certain in-

stances, such as those involving “severe bullying or har-

assment” or violent threats. 

First Amendment 

Congress shall make no law respecting 

an establishment of religion, or prohibit-

ing the free exercise thereof; or abridg-

ing the freedom of speech, or of the 

press; or the right of the people peacea-

bly to assemble, and to petition the Gov-

ernment for a redress of grievances. 

Does the First Amendment Protect Online, Off-Campus 

Student Speech? 

Before the program, read the following information to get acquainted with the case and legal issues you and 

other students will discuss with legal professionals. 

See the full Bill of Rights on the U.S. 

National Archives Flickr channel. 

Read more about the First Amend-

ment in the National Constitution 

Center’s Interactive Constitution. 

http://courts.mi.gov/education/learning-center/
https://www.scotusblog.com/2021/04/justices-ponder-narrow-ruling-in-student-speech-case/
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1968/21
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1968/21
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/20pdf/20-255_g3bi.pdf
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendment/amendment-iv
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usnationalarchives/3679495252/in/photolist-6B9nKj-abe4oX-9XSVoE-v383Xb-b6GJS4-b6GJWF-b6GJUa-abgUA1-VexG7E-UzJdhv-7frmuG-7jusyv-b6PMQe-b6PNDF-bkZA9X-bkZzJt-aXGfQ6-b8vu7g-aMUvav-7frmx1-b8vuuB-aXGeKZ-aSNrAZ-aSNrDD-aSNrAi-aSNrCa-a
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendment/amendment-i
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendment/amendment-i
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Student Speech and Tinker v Des Moines (1969) 

Be prepared for small group discussions of the reflection statement and arguments submitted in briefs for the 

landmark Tinker case (shown below). 

Children of the Tinker family, including Mary Beth and John, and several 

friends wore black armbands in school in 1965 as a silent protest of the Vi-

etnam War. School officials asked them to remove their armbands, fearing 

disruption caused by the protest. When the students refused, they were 

sent home until they returned without these symbols. 

The Tinkers and a friend sued, and the U.S. Supreme Court sided with the 

students. The majority said, “It can hardly be argued that either students 

or teachers shed their constitutional rights to freedom of speech or expres-

sion at the schoolhouse gate.” Nonetheless, if student speech causes (or is 

reasonably forecast to cause) a substantial disruption to the learning envi-

ronment, schools can restrict it. 

Mary Beth Tinker in 2017, 

holding the original detention 

slip she received. (Source) 

Argument Supports 

Free speech is not an absolute right. The First Amendment does not say that 

anyone may say anything, at any place, at any time. Schools are not an ap-

propriate forum for protest.  

 

Students, whether in school or out of school, are “persons” under the Constitu-

tion. They possess fundamental rights that all levels of government must re-

spect.  

 

Voicing controversial opinions in class or in school areas such as the hallways, 

lunchrooms, and gym classes may lead to bullying or violence directed against 

protesting students. It is the responsibility of the schools to prevent such behav-

ior and protect the safety of all students.  

 

If the Supreme Court rules in favor of the students, it would be overstepping its 

bounds and interfering with state and local government powers that govern 

day-to-day school operations.  

 

The students wearing the armbands did not infringe any other student’s rights. 

Wearing the armbands did not intrude upon the work of the schools, teachers, 

or other students.  

 

Arguments from StreetLaw (Source) 

Reflection Statement | Think of an instance where, in your opinion, a public school teacher or principal 

should be allowed to penalize a student because of something the student said. 

http://courts.mi.gov/education/learning-center/
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1968/21
Amalex5%20(https:/commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mary%20Beth%20Tinker%20at%20Ithaca%20College,%2019%20September%202017.jpg),%20https:/creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode
https://store.streetlaw.org/tinker-v-des-moines-classifying-arguments/
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About Legal Careers 

If you’re curious about legal careers, here are a few places to start your search. 

What Is a Lawyer? 
American Bar Association (ABA) 

A lawyer (also called attorney, counsel, or counselor) is a 

licensed professional who advises and represents others 

in legal matters. Today’s lawyer can be young or old, male 

or female. Nearly one-third of all lawyers are under thirty

-five years old. Almost half of the law students today are 

women, and women may ultimately be as numerous in 

the profession as men. Continue reading 

 

What Is a Judge? 
A Day in Court (Game for Desktop Browsers) 

A judge is an elected official given authority to make deci-

sions in civil and criminal proceedings in a court of jus-

tice. To serve in the state’s judicial branch of government, 

a judge must be admitted to the practice of law for at 

least five years and be less than 70 years old at the time 

of election or appointment (to fill a vacancy). A justice is a 

judge of a supreme court. 

See also Best of Justitia: Judges (PDF) 

Careers in the Courts – Watch brief infor-

mational interviews with judges, lawyers, 

and other court staff as they talk about 

their roles, career paths, and rewarding 

or surprising parts of their jobs. 

Law Schools 

The American Bar Association accred-

its and approves institutions and pro-

grams that confer J.D. (juris doctorate) 

degrees.  

List of ABA-approved law schools 

 

Law Schools in Michigan 

 Detroit Mercy Law 

 MSU College of Law 

 Michigan Law  

 WSU Law School 

 WMU Cooley Law School 

 

Board of Law Examiners 

People who wish to practice law in 

Michigan generally must pass the bar 

exam and character and fitness inves-

tigations by the Board of Law Examin-

ers.  

Frequently asked questions 

 

State Bar of Michigan 

Anyone who practices law in Michigan 

must be an active member of the State 

Bar of Michigan (SBM).  

 Pipeline Programs Guide (PDF) for 

law-related K-12 student programs 

 Attorney Search 

 Local and Special-Interest Bar As-

sociations Directory (PDF) 

 Lawyer’s Oath 

http://courts.mi.gov/education/learning-center/
https://www.americanbar.org/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_education/resources/public-information/what-is-a-lawyer-/
https://courts.michigan.gov/education/learning-center/Pages/DayInCourt.aspx
https://courts.michigan.gov/education/learning-center/educator-resources/curriculum/Documents/Justitia_Judges.pdf
https://courts.michigan.gov/education/learning-center/educator-resources/curriculum/pages/career-planning.aspx
https://www.americanbar.org/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/legal_education/resources/aba_approved_law_schools/
https://lawschool.udmercy.edu/index.php
http://law.msu.edu/index.html
https://www.law.umich.edu/Pages/default.aspx
https://law.wayne.edu/
https://www.cooley.edu/
https://courts.michigan.gov/courts/michigansupremecourt/ble/pages/default.aspx
https://courts.michigan.gov/courts/michigansupremecourt/ble/pages/default.aspx
https://courts.michigan.gov/courts/michigansupremecourt/ble/pages/frequently-asked-questions-(faqs).aspx
https://www.michbar.org/
https://www.michbar.org/
http://www.michbar.org/file/diversity/pdfs/pipelineguide.pdf
https://www.zeekbeek.com/SBM
http://www.michbar.org/file/resources/associations.pdf
http://www.michbar.org/file/resources/associations.pdf
https://www.michbar.org/generalinfo/lawyersoath

